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North Midland Field Ambulance: Major John E. O’Connor,
from the Sanitary Service, to be Major.
Northumbrian Field Ambulance: The undermentioned

Lieutenants to be Captains : Home A. P. Robertson and
Kirton I. S. Smith.
Welsh Field Ambulance: Lieutenant Richard J. Isaac to

be Captain.
Attached to Units other than Medical Units.-Captain

David A. Hughes to be Major. Captain George F. Morley
resigns his commission on account of ill-health. Captain
Harold B. Porteous, from South-Western Mounted Brigade
Field Ambulance, to be Captain. The undermentioned
Lieutenants to be Captains : Noel G. Chavasse, Charles D.
Law, Godfrey K. Maurice, William T. Briscoe, Arthur
L. M. Churchill, Andrew Baxter, Morrice Greer, William
Scott, Leslie M. Ladell, Cresswell Burrows, Daniel D.
Brown, James H. Chauncy, Maurice U. Wilson, Humphry
J. Wheeler, John Wotherspoon, George MacL. Levack,
Harry G. Butterfield, Arthur S. Walker, Herbert Robertson,
George Eustace, Joseph P. Fagan, Frederick G. Vicars,
Alexander F. Wilson, Kenneth J. T. Keer, Edward J. Blair,
George F. White, Hyman Lightstone, John H. Jordan, John
J. Scanlan, Alfred H. Bell, Frank H. White, Lionel G.
Pearson, Hugh H. Robinson, Thomas W. S. Hills, Eric L.
Giblin, Ivan W. MacKinnon, Herbert Edward Murray,
Edward Bromet, William Rogers, Thomas L. de Courcy,
Tom R. Kenworthy, William Robertson, George L. K.
Pringle, Thomas D. Bell, William H. H. Bennett, Andrew
MacLennan (late Surgeon-Captain, Volunteer Battalion,
The Cheshire Regiment), Percy W. Kent, Edgar Babst, and
William J. Lacy-Hickey. To be Lieutenants: Meredith
Broderick Dawson and Thomas Aspinall.

TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE.

Royal Army Medical Corps.
Lieutenant William Boyd, from North Midland Field

Ambulance, to be Lieutenant.

SANATORIA UNDER THE NATIONAL INSURANCE
ACT.-A revised list of sanatoria and other residential
institutions approved by the Local Government Board
under the National Insurance Act, 1911, for the treatment
of persons suffering from tuberculosis, and resident in

England (excluding Monmouthshire), has just been issued
by the Local Government Board and dated Sept. llth. It
contains also the names of the administrative counties
and county boroughs in which the institutions are situate,
and the date on which the approval expires in each case.
It may be obtained at the price of ld. fr ’m Messrs. Wyman
and Sons, Limited, 29. Breams-buildings, Fetter-lane,
London, E.C., or H.M. Stationery Office (Scottish Branch),
23, Forth-street, Edinburgh, or E. Ponsonby, Limited,
116, Grafton-street, Dublin. The previous list, issued on
Feb. 25th, 1915, was revised only up to Feb. 20th, and is
now superseded by the new edition.

MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.-The annual general
meeting of the Medical Defence Union was held in the

library of the County Hospital, Bedford, on Sept. 16th, Sir
John Tweedy presiding. The general secretary, Dr. A. G.
Bateman, read letters of apology for non-attendance. The
minutes of the last annual meeting held at Gloucester were
then read, and the chairman, after submitting them to the
meeting for confirmation, declared them confirmed. The
President moved the following resolution : " That the report
of the council for the year 1914, now formally presented,
and which has been circulated to all members of the
Medical Defence Union, be received, adopted, and
entered on the minutes." Sir John Tweedy, in con-

veying to the meeting his sense of the honour done
him in electing him president, stated that he should not
deliver an address, but would merely make a few observa-
tions on the work of the society, assuming that all present
had read the report. He had been impressed with the
magnitude and variety of the applications made to the
council. The special knowledge manifested both by the
solicitor to the Union and by the general secretary had
impressed him most favourably. Mr. M. A. Messiter seconded
the resolution. Mr. Dennis Vinrace rose to a point of order,
and moved that the report be sent back for certain additions,
which he enumerated, to be added in a supplementary
report. The amendment was not seconded, and the original
motion was put to the meeting and declared carried. A
motion was then proposed that the balance-sheet and
accounts be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes,
and this was duly put and carried. -

Correspondence.
"Audi alteram partem."

THE SURGEON-PROBATIONERS (SENIOR
MEDICAL STUDENTS) SERVING IN

THE NAVY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Many inquiries have reached me concerning:
the position of senior medical students now serving:
in the navy as surgeon-probationers who desire to
complete their professional course with a view to.
speedy qualification. By the kindness of the
Medical Director-General I am enabled to state
that the following instructions have been issued
from the Admiralty :-

(a) Surgeon-probationers are to be granted
reasonable leave of absence to attend their
final examinations (Order of Jan. lst, 1915).

(b) If the period of leave granted, which has
been fixed at three weeks, is not sufficient, the
request of a probationer to be demobilised for
any period he likes is never refused.

In the present emergency it is desirable that the
fifth-year students now on duty with the fleet
should without delay become qualified for com-
mission service. Their places might be taken by
less advanced students who have passed the Second
Professional Examination, and have received
special instruction in 

" 

dressing " and in other
" 
first-aid " methods of dealing with the wounded.

Many of these men are eager to leave their studies
and do service in the war. Some might find their
opportunity by offering to take six months’ duty as
surgeon-probationers in the navy. They would thus
liberate senior men who have already served for
that period or more ; and they might expect to be
liberated in turn by their juniors in time for the,
summer session.

I am assured that the Admiralty desire to

cooperate with the medical authorities in mini-
mising the difficulties attaching to the " pro-
bationer " service. One of these difficulties, the
undue interruption of the studies of men whose

early qualification is a pressing need, would become
less serious under the system of short service and
frequent rotation which I here suggest.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
DONALD MACALISTER,

President of the General Medical Council.
University of Glasgow, Sept. 21st, 1915.

REPORT OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE
ON DRUG TARIFF UNDER NATIONAL.

INSURANCE ACT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In your remarks on the above report in
THE LANCET of to-day’s date, you point out how
seriously the proposed method of abolishing the
discount on chemists’ charges might jeopardise the
remuneration of panel practitioners. There can be-
little doubt as to the correctness of your views
if the proposal that the Practitioners’ Fund-that,
is, the portion of the Medical Benefit Fund reserved
for the doctor’s services-be made to guarantee the
sufficiency of the Drug Fund to pay in full the
claims of the chemist.

It is to be hoped that panel practitioners will
never voluntarily consent to such a revolution.


